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This Echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus meaning Spiny Sticky-tongue)) wandered across a bush 
block in the Barnadown area in April this year while the weather was still dry. The raucous 
made by the birds alerted the residents to its presence. It did not appear shy and the 
photographer had the ambition to find out its sex... continued on page 5 
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Nominations are required for committee members for the forthcoming September Annual 
General Meeting. Such nominations should be lodged with the secretary by the August meeting of 
the Club. Please consider becoming involved. If you like what is being done, join and support those 
that are in danger of burn-out, if you don’t like what is being done, please join the committee and 
make your views felt. There is a nomination form on page 12 which can be used or copied. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the club 


library. 
* * KKK KK 


THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST 
(FNCV) Vol. 115(2) 1998 April 


"A Review of Seal Rehabilitation at 
Melbourne Zoo 1987-1997" by Kim Beasley 
outlines the results to date of this program 
which aims to release seals back into the wild 
populations. 


"Rubber & Plastic Rubbish: A Summary of 
the Hazard Posed to Platypus in Suburban 
Habitats" by Melody Serena & Geoff 
Williams reports on the incidence of 
entanglement suffered by platypus in 
Melbourne's suburban waterways. 


"Glenburn Pond: an Urban Revegetation 
Project" by Kathleen Ralston & Elaine Moir 
describes the progress of weed eradication 
and subsequent planting of native plants in a 
constructed seasonal wetland near Gardiners 
Creek in Melbourne. 
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HABITAT Australia(ACF) 
April 1998 


"Sustainable Use or Multiple Abuse?" by 
Margi Prideaux, Mark Horstman & Jon 
Emmett discusses the problems of combining 
exploitative activities and conservation goals 
in Australia's precious marine environment. 


"One Continent or Seven Countries?" by 
Mark Horstman expresses concerns about 
the proposed Commonwealth surrender of 
conservation powers to the states and the 
increasing influence by industrial interests. 


PARKWATCH(VNPA) 
June 1998 


"Alpine Grazing: How Much Longer?" by 
Deidre Slattery points out the real cost of 
allowing cattle grazing in alpine areas ie 
weed infestation, land degradation, 
destruction of biodiversity. 


"Fakes & Miniatures" by Kate Brent outlines 
the need for proper protection of marine 
environment areas rather than the multiple 
use concept which presently prevails. 


"History Notes: Wilsons Promontory 
National Park" by Daniel Catrice tells the 
story of Victoria's oldest national park. 
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THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
May 1998 


-Regent Honeyeaters 

-Raine Island, Cape York 
-The Threat to the Albatross 
-Garden Birds Survey 


* OK OK KK KK 


Also received recently: 


*Environment Victoria News 


April 1998 
*Newsheet(Ballarat FNC) 

May 1998 
*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 

May 1998 


*Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 
April & May 1998 
*Field Nats News(FNCV) 
May 1998 
*Natural Heritage(Nat. Her. Trust) 
Autumn 1998 


* OK KK KK 


June General Meeting: Mammals and 


Microhabitats in the Box-Ironbark 
Forest 
Speaker: Todd Soderquist 


Author: Sabine Wilkens 


No slides, oh, no!! 

This was going to be a concept talk we were 
told. 

Todd is at present involved in studying habitat 
preferences of animals in the Box-Ironbark 
forest and elsewhere. A habitat preference is the 
habitat animals can and want to live in. This 
may sound straightforward but it is anything but 
straightforward. Animals which show a degree 
of habitat flexibility cause the greatest difficulty. 
For example the Brush-tailed Phascogale (or 
Tuan) is able to live in many different habitats 
but is not necessarily successful in any of these. 
In fact there is no definite recipe for a good 
Phascogale habitat. This makes it very difficult 
for managers and conservation agencies if they 
need to set areas aside for the protection of this 
animal. 

Habitat flexibility can work against animals like 
the Tuan, or the Powerful Owl. As they can be 
observed to be present in many different 
habitats, the immediate conclusion is often that 
they are not too fussy and do not need any 
particular habitat set aside for them. 


Such false conclusions are very easily made. 
Todd gave us a few example were people have 
confused correlation with causation. 

Anybody who sits and watches cars for hours 
would probably observe that red cars go faster 
than cars of other colours and if we did not 
know better we might conclude that the red 
colour is responsible for the increased speed 
(rather than the person behind the wheel). 
Another observation is that Phascogales do not 
use smooth-barked gum trees like the Yellow 
Gum. The immediate conclusion could be that 
those trees are not worth climbing as they 
contain too few insects and are thus of no 
importance to the animal. However if 
Phascogales do get a chance.to get into a Yellow 
Gum from another tree, they do use these trees 
extensively. Had all the Yellow Gums been 
removed upon the initial observation, the 
Phascogale’s habitat would be impoverished as 
a result. 

The Powerful Owl’s prey in the Box-Ironbark 
forests includes Sugar Gliders, Ringtail and 
Brushtail Possums. In moister habitats they are 


seem to concentrate on Greater Gliders and 
appear to ignore the Ringtail Possums. The 
conclusions from an observer in a moist habitat, 
the Powerful Owl does not depend on Ringtail 
Possums. In a moist forest where Greater 
Gliders are present, it is more advantageous for 
the Owl to remain higher up in the canopy for 
hunting and there they can afford to ignore the 
Ringtail Possums (which live closer to the 
ground); not so in the Box-Ironbark Forest... 


It was a shame that not many more budding 
ecologists listened to Todd’s talk as there were 
more interesting examples relevant for field 
researchers. Nest predation of ducks was 
studied by marking nests and subsequently 
checking them for predation. It was found that 
predation was very high. Conclusion: ducks 
suffer a high mortality due to nest predation. 
However what the researchers did not realise 
was that the process of marking and checking 
the nest actually attracted predators to the nest 
site and therefore predation was only high as a 
result of the experiment!! 


Another example dealt with an imaginary 
bandicoot that had a life span of 15 - 20 years. 
Researchers wanted to study this animal by 
tagging mature individuals (> 10 years old) with 
radio collars and found that 50% of animals had 
been killed by foxes within one year of tagging. 
Conclusion: we must deal with the foxes as 
they pose a major threat to this animal. 

What the researchers did not realise was that the 
process of tagging alerted the foxes to the 
animals and enabled them to prey on them. 
However that the conclusion must have been 
false becomes obvious when one considers how 
many young animals would have to be present 
in the face of such massive predation over more 
than ten years. 


The lesson from all these examples was that 
casual observations in the field are the least 
useful methods for determining something about 
the requirements of animals. 

This is not to say that observations are useless 
but that they are really only a very first step. 
From observations, hypotheses can be put 
forward which then have to be tested by 
experimentation. But that is another story... 


It would be very convenient to have knowledge 
of the minimum habitat requirements of 
animals. Todd is looking at such requirements 
for the Powerful Owl at the moment. What a 
difficult area of study!! Where the birds live 


may not be where they reproduce or feed. To 

go spotlighting at night and seeing a bird may 

not mean the bird lives in the area or, if it does, 

is successful in the area. 

With so many variables to take into account a list 
of minimum habitat requirements for animals 


must remain a dream for managers and 
conservation agencies for the time being. 

This is a perfect case for evoking the 
precautionary principle. In the face of 
insufficient knowledge, all of the possible 
habitats should be preserved...just in case. 


a 


co continued from front page 


This Echidna allowed itself to be sexed but the 
experience of the photographer in handling such 
animals probably helped! The poison spur 
(ankle spur) seen here on the left inside hind leg 
means it is a male. Below is an extract from 
Troughton (1965) who talks about the animal as 
“animated pin-cushions”. Spiny ant-eaters are 
not as clean as their aquatic cousin the platypus, 
the spiny coat rendering it difficult to cleanse the 
body by the usual mammalian method of 
scratching. To meet this need the second toe (the 
largest) is equipped with a greatly extended 
curved nail for scratching the skin between the 
spines; thus constituting an important implement 
of the toilet. The ankle-spurs of the male are 
embedded in a leathery sheath from which they 
may be extruded like splinters. They exude a 
cloudy substance which may have some irritant 
quality, but there is no record of the ant-eater 
inflicting an venomous wound with its spurs... 


..The “porcupine” is said to make a savoury 
dish, to the aborigines at least, but it seems 
necessary first to cultivate the animal’s own 
liking for formic acid flavouring before adding 
ant-eater a la mode to the menu.. This opinion 
was formed by the author after eating scones 
fried in their fat, probably the most bilious 
experience to which an inquiring mammalogist 
can be subjected by an experimenting camp- 
cook....Their strength is remarkable either in 
clinging to rough ground or wedging themselves 
under objects. In giving some idea of its 
strength, Professor Wood Jones cited the 
experience of an Adelaide zoologist who shut 
one in his kitchen overnight. In the morning the 
heavy dresser, the table, and chairs and boxes 
were found moved from the walls towards the 
middle of the room. Only the fixed gas-stove 
withstood the efforts of the Monotreme 
removalist. ....continued on page 9 


(Photographer: Rob Schrieber) 


Submission to the Panel Hearing 
Deborah Reef Environmental Effects 
Statement - 4 May 1998 


My name is Rodney Orr. I am currently the 
Vice-President and Minute Secretary of the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. In past 
years I have served as the Club’s President and 
Secretary - I have been a member of the 
Committee for many years. 


During the period of my membership of the 
BENC I have been actively involved in learning 
as much as possible about the Box-Ironbark 
forests surrounding Bendigo and in arguing for 
their conservation. I have been able to use my 
knowledge of these forests in my lecturing to 
Geography, Environmental Science and Applied 
Science students at La Trobe University 
Bendigo over a period of 20 years. 


Besides my membership of the BFNC I have 
been involved with several voluntary 
organisations which are concerned with 
environmental issues in Bendigo and the North 
Central region. Activities of these groups range 
from the more strategic, planning concerns to 
on-ground, hands-on activities such as 
revegetation and weed control. 


Over a long period, I have been involved in 
conducting. excursions into the surrounding 
forests with classes of university students, 
representatives of political parties, interested 
residents of Bendigo and visitors to this region. 
Most recently, I was involved along with Dr 
Holsworth and Mrs Jane Cleary, in conducting 
such an excursion for the Council of 
Environment Victoria during which we were 
able to show our visitors around the Belvue 
Road site and sections of the One Tree Hill 
Regional Park. 


Our excursion contrasted in several interesting 
ways with your excursion last Monday - 
notably, in the length of time we spent actually 
walking through the area and explaining aspects 
of. the Box-Ironbark forests, discussing the 
impact of mining during the gold rush era, the 
slow recovery of the forests by natural 
regrowth, and the likely impacts on areas of 
Box-Ironbark forest which would be disturbed 
by gold mining ventures currently proposed. 


I will cover some of these matters in my 
submission which is presented on behalf of the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Some reasons why the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club objects to mining proposals in 
forested areas of the Bendigo region 


The impact on the forests of mining 
during the gold rush era 

1 Since the Gold Rush era which resulted 
in the almost complete destruction of the 
Box-Ironbark forests surrounding Bendigo 
these forests have been slowly recovering to 
their present quality. These forests were 
heavily used as the source of construction 
materials for use in the mines or as fuel for the 
pumps which made deep mining possible and 
also as firewood and building materials by the 
large number of individual miners living on the 
goldfield. Vegetation which was less useful 
was often simply destroyed to obtain easier 
access to gold bearing reefs. The name 
One-Tree Hill evokes the conservation spirit of 
the era - even the last surviving ‘One Tree’ was 
eventually cut down. 


2 During the Gold Rush era, trees and 
particularly the animals which depended on local 
native forests for essential habitat, were 
eliminated almost completely from the Bendigo 
goldfields area. 


3 Recovery by the process of Natural 
Regrowth (whatever that means!) has been in 
progress for more than 100 years (in some 
forests of the region, for more than 120 years) 
in areas of forest which haven't been disturbed 
again - this process of recovery has been very 
slow! Nothing was replanted! Hardly anything 
was protected from disturbance by mining 
activities. Forest areas which didn't suffer 
virtually total clearing during mining and 
associated activities or areas which grew back 
after being totally cleared were later subjected to 
severe degradation by intensive harvesting for 
firewood which was used locally and also 
exported from the region. Some plants were 
able to regrow because their roots survived and 
they grew back as suckers or coppice growth 
from stumps left in the ground or because their 
seeds were present in the soil (probably better 
referred to as in the ‘ground’ because even the 
topsoil had been destroyed either directly by 
mining and processing of gold-bearing material 
and spoil dumps left after the extraction of gold, 
or indirectly by the erosion which was caused 
by the wholesale clearing of native plant growth. 
The present poor quality, shallow, infertile, 
rocky soils in the forested areas of the region 


have been created by human disturbance which 
commenced during the gold rush era). Other 
plants spread back into the area from 
surrounding forested areas after their seeds had 
been blown or washed into the area. 


Every gully and creek of the Bendigo goldfield 
was disturbed by alluvial mining and the erosion 
which followed - look at any one of them today 
and you can easily see the severity of the impact 
even though some have achieved a thin cover of 
vegetation in the 120 odd years since. Other 
creeks were not so lucky because they were 
used as sites for the disposal of spoil and slurry. 
Even smaller, less important areas of the 
goldfield became inundated by treatment slurries 
and slimes which were discharged from the 
more productive mines higher up the slope. 
Some of these anti-social activities have been 
practised quite recently, eg the disposal of mine 
tailings at Maiden Gully by using a low-lying 
gully surrounded by Box-Ironbark forest as the 
site for a tailings dam - a traditional use of an 
ephemeral natural water course as a disposal site 
in the primitive, unregulated days of the gold 
rush era, which can still be seen in use today. 


4 The forests which we see now are very 
different from the forests which surrounded the 
Bendigo valley before the Gold Rush. They are 
young forests with very few mature trees and 
consequently they still do not provide very good 
habitat for any native animals which have 
managed to spread back into the region from 
less severely damaged forests which surrounded 
the Bendigo goldfield. The trees have regrown 
from surviving stumps or have grown back as 
seedlings. They probably represent the range of 
forest trees which were found here before the 
gold rush and its aftermath but it is impossible to 
be sure. What is certain though, is that there 
still hasn't been sufficient time for the forests to 
grow to maturity and so their habitat quality 
must be lower than it was before disturbance. 
The shrubs and grasses which are better able to 
survive disturbance always manage much better 
than other, more sensitive plants which have 
more specialised needs. In every way, the 
forests of today represent a simplified and 
degraded version of the forests of the region 
before the gold rush era. Historical accounts 
give some impression of the nature of central 
Victoria's forests in the early days after 
settlement but they are very sketchy and we can 
only guess at their diversity and environmental 
quality. Hardly any of us have ever even seen 
an undisturbed forest anywhere and certainly not 


in the Bendigo region. Hardly anyone living 
here has seen a mature, fully grown eucalypt 
such as a Grey Box or Red Ironbark tree - 
virtually all of the trees in our surrounding 
forests are less than 120 years old and nowhere 
near maturity. 


To summarise: 


Present day forests in this region: 


have smaller trees, thinner trees, 
younger trees ; 

have fewer hollows for 
hollow-dependent animals and birds 

have suffered local extinctions of native 
birds and marsupials 

have lost many native plant species from 
the region 

have suffered increasing rarity of even 
some of the commoner plants and native animals 
(Regent Honeyeater; Tuan; Glider Possums; 
Hawks & Eagles; native orchids; various shrub 
species - boronia; wax; some acacias - Ausfelds 
Wattle, for example) 

have been severely degraded by invasion 
by weeds. 


What has the BFNC done for the 
forests? 

Members of the BFNC have constructed and 
placed artificial hollows in the surrounding 
forests to provide improved habitat for 
endangered birds and animals (very soon after 
new hollows are placed in the forest, they are 
colonised by native birds and marsupials eg, in 
the Spring Gully Water Reserve; One Tree Hill 
RP; Mandurang State Forest; Whipstick & 
Kamarooka SPs). 


We have objected to new moves to disturb areas 
of recovering forest by new mining activities. 


The BFNC has recommended that restoration 
and revegetation bonds be substantially 
increased and not returned to the mining 
company until a thorough environmental 
assessment is carried out by experts in the local 
ecology (not simply by mining inspectors or soil 
quality and erosion specialists within the 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment). 


We have continued to evaluate and document 
aspects of the ecological quality of our forested 
areas in the region. 


We have encouraged a more informed public 


awareness of issues of forest quality and the 


quality of the environment generally through our 
club's activities and publications. 


Members of the BFNC participated in 
developing a Regional Conservation Strategy 
directed at ensuring the protection of regional 
environmental quality. 


At every opportunity we point out that the 
forests we have now, however immature they 
are, will suffer even worse from any new 
episode of mining disturbance. They will not 
regrow even to their present standard of 
recovery in the lifetime of any of us here (unless 
industry and technology is able to extend our 
lives by 100 years or so!) 


We have been involved in successful public 
appeals to raise money for the purchase for 
conservation of important privately owned 
blocks of Box-Ironbark forest - this land has 
been covenanted with the assistance of Trust for 
Nature to provide secure protection of its 
conservation values. 


What would we like to see in the future 
relationship between mining and 
conservation? 
More community discussion and public input 
into mining proposals especially within or near 
residential areas. 


A Mining Code of Practice which has had 
thorough public discussion and has gained 
community acceptance - in other words, we 
need a public document in which miners declare 
their intentions to minimise ecological disruption 
and environmental degradation and which 
demonstrates the extent of their commitment to 
rehabilitation and the return of benefit to the 
community. 


On-going progressive rehabilitation of areas 
which have been mined while mining is 
proceeding elsewhere on the site so that 
successes and failures may become more widely 
recognised within our lifetimes. 


A better appreciation of the need for a much 
higher quality of rehabilitation which goes 
beyond present attempts to revegetate mined 
areas and which includes a much longer term 
commitment to restore high quality habitat for 
native birds, marsupials and other native animals 
of the region which were likely to have been 
found there before mining commenced. 


A longer term and more comprehensive 
community evaluation of the environmental 
costs and the benefits to their community of 
mining in the region. 


We want to see that particular mining companies 
have achieved a level of rehabilitation of their 
sites which would satisfy community members 
who are familiar with their local natural 
environment. 


Forested Crown Land should not be used for 
spoil dumps and should be protected from other 
activities associated with mining. We would 
prefer that areas of forested Crown Land should 
never be used for mining but in the rare cases 
where this is accepted by a Panel Hearing such 
as this one, then we recommend that a prior 
condition should be that, until equivalent areas 
of privately owned forested land have been 
purchased, securely protected by covenant and 
added to existing parks and reserves, areas of 
forested Crown Land should not be used for 
mining and related activities. 


Open Cut mining should not be permitted within 
urban areas. Open Heap Leach treatment should 
not be permitted within or near urban areas. 


My earlier submissions to this EES 
process 

I have made 2 earlier submissions to this EES 
process. I wish to refer to some aspects of these 
earlier submissions. 


Comments concerning revegetation 

I also wish to make several comments on the use 
and misuse of certain specialised concepts when 
revegetation is discussed. I have prepared a 
written ‘paper’ which sets out my concerns and 
which I will use as the basis for my oral 
presentation. - 


The diversity of Bendigo’s remnant 
Box-Ironbark forests 
I have assembled a set of slides which I would 


‘like to show the Panel if time permits. The 


purpose of this slide show is to demonstrate 
something of the diversity of our surrounding 
forests more clearly than merely by presenting 
lists of species or by talking about the forests in 
general terms. 


Conclusion 
In conclusion, I wish to express my general 
concern about Panel Hearings and their eventual 


outcomes. I and other members of the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club Inc. have been involved 
in making written submissions and in appearing 
to make oral submissions to a large number of 
Hearings all of which offered significant 
opportunities to improve the operating standards 
of companies which wished to operate in the 
natural environment. At every one of these 
Hearings, the decisions which were made by the 
Panels were virtually ‘rubber stamps’ for the 
companies to do whatever they had applied for. 


If conditions were ever imposed then they were 
because of some precedent or a legal concern, 
for example over zoning, and never for any of 
the reasons which had been argued on 
environmental or conservation grounds. 


We trust that the environmental and conservation 
arguments and comments have been well 
received by this Panel and that they will have a 
genuine and recognisable influence on the 
outcome of this Panel Hearing. 


EE A eee iw Ons 


Sar continued from page 5 


The (same?) Echidna came back about a month 
later when it was still quite dry. This time the 
residents were alerted to it by the dog. He was 
even less shy and allowed itself to be picked up 
without raising its spines. The position of the 
animal in the photo is the same as the one on the 
five cent coin. Tom Burton has checked the 
coin under a dissecting microscope and found 
that it has no ankle spurs. This must mean that it 
is a female (something that probably not many 
people would know...). 

Below is another quote from Troughton (1965) 
One of the earliest records of the Tasmanian 
Ant-eater is contained in the log of the 
Providence which anchored in Adventure Bay 
during Captain Bligh’s second voyage in 
connection with the transport of bread-fruit trees 
from the south seas to the West Indies. The 
following account appears under the date 7th 
February 1792: “Lieutenant Guthrie, in an 
excursion today, killed an animal of very odd 
form. It was 17 inches long, and the same size 
round the shoulders, to which a small flat head 
is connected so close that it can scarcely be said 
to have a neck. It has no mouth like any other 
animal, but a kind of duck bill 2 inches long, 
which opens at the extremity, where it will not 
admit above the size of a small pistol ball...It 
has no tail, but a rump not unlike that of a 
penguin, on which are some quills about an inch 
long, a strong and as like those of a porcupine.” 


Captain Bligh must not have looked very hard 
for the tail (which is clearly shown in the 
photograph here) or he mistook the tail for 
something else... 


Photographer: Rob Schrieber 
Reference: 


Troughton, E. 1965 Furred Animals of 
Australia, 8th ed. Angus & Robertson, Sydney 


Lake Eppalock Recreation Development 
Plan 
Author: David Schier, Goulburn-Murray Water 


Some members may be aware that there are 
moves to develop Lake Eppalock for recreational 
and commercial use. Below is the second update 
of the Recreation Development Plan. Goulburn- 
Murray Water is looking for a representative 
from a Bendigo environmental group to become 
a member of the ‘Stakeholder Liaison Group’ 
(see 2. below). If anybody is interested in being 
involved in this process, please contact David 
Schier, the Recreation Development Planner at 
Goulburn-Murray Water (ph. 041 7271998 via 
your interest group. The deadline given under 
2.4 below may not be too strict. 


1. Terms of Reference for the Lake 
Eppalock Recreation Development Plan: 
1.1 To determine a strategic plan for the 
ongoing recreational use and 
development of Lake Eppalock. 

1.2 To determine whether there are locations 
at Lake Eppalock (current or potential) 
for future development, lease or sale. 


To canvass such other issues that arise 
from the consideration of submissions, 
studies, reports, meetings or other 
sources. 


1.3 


1.4 To ensure that a commercial approach is 
taken in the management of recreation 
and public use lands and water and that 
leases, licences and related fees be 
determined in line with market 
principles. 

1.5 To investigate and engage developmental 
proposals, projects and guidelines that 
are compatible with the environment and 
which could be generators of economic 
activity. 

1.6 To review the current use of Lake 
Eppalock to ascertain whether it is being 
managed to safeguard the general 
environment and water quality. 

1.7 To develop methods of educating all 
users of the importance of the issue of 
water quality in Lake Eppalock. 
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1.8 To liaise with and involve the 
stakeholders, relevant user and interest 
groups, the City of Greater Bendigo and 
the appropriate government departments, 


agencies and authorities. 
2. Stakeholder Liaison Group 


2.1 Introduction 

Goulburn-Murray Water has adopted a 
recreational policy whereby all recreation, public 
use and marginal land (adjacent to the storages) 
including houseboats and other boating be 
incorporated and recognised as a segment of the 
Business Division of the authority to be known 
as the recreation and public use management 
segment. It also provides for a commercial 
approach to be taken in the management of 
recreation and public use land and water and that 
leases, licences and related fees be determined in 
line with market principles. All recreation 
activities are to be managed to safeguard the 
general environment and water quality. 


As a step towards the implementation of the 
policy, the Authority has resolved to prepare a 
recreation development plan for Lake Eppalock. 


“Lake Eppalock” is defined as the water storage 
area and all the marginal lands. 


2.2. Stakeholder Liaison Group (“SLG’”’) 


A stakeholder Liaison Group will be established 
by G-MW to guide the development of a 
recreation development plan by 


- advising on the method of consulting the 
community; 


- assisting with the identification of relevant 
issues; 


- facilitating community and stakeholder 
awareness of issues and procedure; 


-. advising on the process towards the 
preparation of the plan; 


- assisting with the promotion and general 
community support of the planning process and 
outcomes. 


2.3. .Membership 
The Stakeholder Liaison Group will be 
convened by the recreation development planner 


and will have the following membership (one 
member per group unless stated otherwise): 


- City of Greater Bendigo (including Heathcote) 

- Representative of the Axedale Community 

- Representative from Twin Rivers landowners 

- Heathcote business/tourist group 

- Representative from angling club 

- Representative of Lake Eppalock caravan parks 

- Representative of Landcare 

- Representatives (2 members) of Lake 
Eppalock lessee clubs (1 boating, 1 social) 

- Representative of Lake Eppalock commercial 
operators 

- Representative of Derrinal estate residents 

- Representative of North Central C.M.A. 

- Representative of grazing licence holders 

- Representative of Loddon/Campaspe storage 

- Representative of Bendigo environmental 
group 

- Representative of Country Fire Authority 


G-MW will keep open the opportunity to add 
other members - especially those with relevant 
experience and who are not necessarily 
associated with an above stated club or interest 


group. 


2.4 Appointment 

All of the above groups are to be responsible for 
effecting the appointment of their 
representatives. Persons so nominated for the 
above positions should be advised in writing to 
the Recreation Development Planner (“RDP”) by 
Monday 29June 1998. 

2.5 Meetings 

The first meeting of the SLG will be convened 
by the RDP on Friday 10 July 1998 - at a venue 
to be determined but preferably at Lake 
Eppalock. It is expected that the SLG will meet 
up to four times. Participation as a member of 
the SLG is on a voluntary basis. 

2.6 Chairperson 

All meetings of the SLG will be chaired by an 
independent person. He/she will be responsible 
for conducting meetings and being the sole 
representative of the SLG in dealing with the 
media. Meetings will be convened and recorded 
by the RDP. 
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ase Consultation 

The planned consultative process with interest 
groups is well underway. On June 4 a most 
successful meeting with anglers was held at 
Castlemaine. The host was Midland and Central 
Angling Association which is the collective 
voice of 13 regional angling clubs. The meeting 
elected Mr Kerryn Dellar as delegate to the 
Stakeholder Liaison Group. 


On June 12, a senior executive and management 
level meeting took place at Bendigo. The 
recreation development plan was the main 
agenda item as considered by, from the City of 
Bendigo, Mayor Maurie Sharkey; Hadley Sides 
(CEO); Bernard Smith (Environment and 
Technical Services Officer) - and from 
Goulburn-Murray Water, Board Chairman, 
Peter Ross-Edwards AM; Denis Flett (CEO); Ian 
Howley (Manager - Headworks Division) and 
the writer. 


A meeting with the lessees of the four caravan 
parks at Lake Eppalock is scheduled for June 
18, 1998. 

4. Extension of Club Leases 

In accordance with the decision of G-MW as 
advised in Update No.1, the Legal and Leasing 
division of G-MW will soon be writing to club 
lessees to provide details of the unilateral 
extension of all club leases to June 30, 2001. 

SS Lake Eppalock Interest Group 
This group of mainly club representatives held a 
meeting at lake Eppalock on May 30. The 
Chairman on the day Mr M. Francis has 
provided G-MW with a record of the 
proceedings. 


Unfortunately, since the meeting, some clubs 
have drawn inferences unfavourable to G-MW 
regarding its non-attendance at the meeting. We 
assure readers the representative(s) of G- MW 
were not invited to the meeting. In the absence 
of an invitation we offered for at least two to 
attend - a local Public Use Management Officer 
and the writer. That offer was declined by the 
organisers of the meeting. At all times it was our 
preference to attend the meeting. 


Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
Nominations 


Nominations are required for Office bearers of the Club for 1998 - 1999, and are due at the August 
Meeting. When nominating somebody please supply the following: 


For what POSITION is the person nominated: 


NAME of person nominated: 


SIGNATURE of nominee: 


SIGNATURE of proposer: 


12 


tee hos rete ct hers sity forte 7. s. ake tit ped ii, asus aot intial 
GIRS? Pos hi? ues sto sa Ae “tei oo ; . nottwatinows. a 
, nei peter = 7 


» } * “3 = tent; , - 
bags "ok Ny peas Be 
+P enrasz tive sim Twi 
Hesinemte hatindasltors nena 
, Se Sartre erdeeeviteony-t rig ria ae 
a TRSETAEVE OF Late Ting Came Eva a = ~ 
+ Represetdten cere ooerion 


% oa bi i eee A. Ao 
Ali 1H! sen eodeicedes i tu 
rey anges Csi. The ne a aa 
op piallon tee 1% AA = . 
ae es jew Gey re. * 
“Rey pat aCe TR i ssiambers) glint: > eS ap ny Paar pits te aH vray ‘cue CaN . 
; ey hy eight chest oeentty at fea asta ie pie Tee as nee ior ror ve ase rine rae i 
ie cane miative, of Lake Sppaldckice sy mechan fous 


3 carte ol rea, 
ape % Pe de eres AEE TM r SST Wee aes ace é,, aed e 
oS Pep stmcaentite a Derr sh acentate 


wee * eter aoe Be i Sof Poni Cehie 


Te 


ease, ort Med toy, fam ta CRS: ; 
fits gic Ma ay Papa Shave ay? Viadiey =) i I 
a 


= Be, Dabs of crate Oe ee Riran P Sti (R=5 aenteal “ike er: 
7 re ——— Pes ears uF 
soa Peston: > ore fs! Gilbey eA. . hea We ieee SE oa, tt : 
Bete. ae 
'* 


re al ee 
ns et (CHO fey 
stb is Pe A oe 


cs, IG -ANW aah dees amet ny payers 
Z “ser ares Epo LEY wie 3 
Ox etieneh jaalh. wing a 
scat Brine ae OH Stiles 


Bist 


BFNC Excursions 


12 July 1998 (Sunday) 


Time: Meet at 10.00am at the Clubrooms, 
Golden Square 


Leader: Anne Bridley 

Destination: Glaciation remnants at Derrinal 

and Knowsley 

Specific Sites: 
- Scratched Ordovician rock pavement at 
Moorabbee, caravan park, by the water’s 
edge 
- Tillite (rock composed of mixed 
fragments derived from the glacier) 
above the pavement 
- Till (loose material of various sizes 
derived from the glacier) along the 
shores of Lake Eppalock and in the 
Mclvor Highway cutting 
- Erratics (large boulders released from 
the melting ice) along the shores of Lake 
Eppalock 
- “The Stranger’, the biggest erratic of 
them all 

All these remnants are the result of the glaciation 

in this area, 300 million years ago. 


Please bring:- warmest clothes 
- raincoat 
- strong boots (it is a rugged 
walk to the glacial pavement) 
- lunch 
- afternoon tea 


Please note: (1) If Lake Eppalock fills by mid 
July, the excursion may have to be changed, 
because the glacial pavement would be covered. 
(2) The excursion is a “full day” because 
daylight ends so soon at this time of year. 


Excursions planned for remainder of 
1998 


August: Sunday 16th, afternoon- 
Lichens at White Hills cemetery 

September: Sunday 13th, all day 
Mt Black, Graytown (grass trees 
and forest) 

October: Sunday 18th, all day 


Terricks and Kamarooka State 
Parks (northern grasslands flora) 


November: Weekend, 14th/15th, two days 
Campout in the Pyrenees State 
Forest 

December: Sunday 13th, all day : 
Social event at Jack Ipsen’s, Lyal 
Glen 

LIABILITY 
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Every person participating in a BFNC activity does so as 
a volunteer in all respects and as such accepts full 
responsibility for any injury to himself/herself however 
incurred, The Association, its office bearers, organisers 
and leaders are absolved from any liability in respect of 
any injury, loss or damage suffered by the participant 
whilst engaged in a BENC activity. 


V.F.N.C.A Spring Campout — 
October 16-18th 1998. 
Warrnambool Field Naturalists Club 


The following activities are planned: 


Friday 16th, 7.00pm: Archie Graham 
Centre. Registration: $5.00. Slides, Supper. 
or Griffith Island, Port Fairy to view 
Mutton Birds. 


Saturday 17th, 8.45am: Day Trip, Bus 
$10.00. Childers Cove area 

1.00pm: Illidge Sanctuary. BYO Lunch 
3.30pm: Hopkins Falls 

5—6pm: V.F.N.C.A. meeting 

6.45pm: 40th Birthday Dinner. $12.00 

Guest Speaker, Supper 


Sunday 18th, 9am: Tower Hill or Killarney 

Beach 

1.00pm: B.B.Q. in private native garden. 
$3.00 


All activities from or at Archie Graham Centre, 
Timor Street. Tmt 

R.S.V.P. Ist October 1998 (with payment). 
Secretary: J.Shanahan 

P.O. 705, Warrnambool 3280. 


Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


8 JULY Parks, Flora and Fauna 
Speakers: Rhonda Bullock, Ranger, 


Inglewood and St. Arnaud Parks and Reserves, 
Parks Victoria; and Rob Price, Flora and Fauna 
Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources 
and Environment, Bendigo. 


12 AUGUST Saxicolous Lichens 
(Lichens on Rocks) 
Speaker: Dr. Noel Sleigher 


9 SEPTEMBER Annual General Meeting 


Speaker: Dr Jenny Shield: Spiders of 
North Central Victoria 
14 OCTOBER Northern Plains 


Grassland Ecology — Terrick Terrick State Park. 

Speaker: Tim Barlow, Grassy Ecosystem 
Project Officer, Victorian 
National Parks Association 


11 NOVEMBER President’s Address: 
“The Journey So Far” 
Speaker: Jane Cleary 


The excursion on July 12 will be to 
Derrinal/Knowsley to view glacial remnants. 
For details of this excursion and others planned 
for the rest of 1998, see page 14. 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday, July 3, 7.30pm 

Members’ night. The topic is ‘bird hollows for 
your own backyard’. John Burtonclay will 
share his knowledge about their construction. 
Members will have the opportunity to contribute 
with their own experiences. 

Bird of the Night: Grey Butcherbird 
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Friday, August, 7, 7.30pm 

David Geering (DNRE), the Regent Honeyeater 
Recovery Coordinator will give another 
perspective on the Regent Honeyeater Recovery 
Program. David studied the breeding biology of 
the Regent Honeyeater in the Capertree Valley, 
central N.S.W. during 1994 to 1997. He was 
involved in the Capertree Valley Operations 
Group of the Regent Honeyeater recovery effort 
(see article on page 4) 

Bird of the Night: Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Friday, September 4, 7.30pm 

AGM and members’ night, slides and a video 
about Goshawks and Collared Sparrowhawks. 
John Robinson will share his knowledge about 
these. All members are encouraged to note 
down their observations and bring them along. 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


Other Events 


11-13 September 1998 

Castlemaine F.N.C. 

Get-together weekend for members of VFNCA. 
Please register by Friday 28 August. 

Contact Anne Bridley for details (54 493479) 


Wildflower Show 

19 - 20 September 1998. This is a joint 
event put on by the Society for Growing Native 
Plants and the BFNC as part of the ‘Spring in 
the Bendigo Bush’ program. A lot of work 
goes in the preparation of a magnificent display. 
All members are urged to visit the show and 
bring along as many people as possible to see 
wildflowers from the Bendigo district and 
beyond. 


16 - 18 October 1998 
VFNCA Spring Campout 
see page 14 for details. 


